was the material in amyloid degeneration, but obviously it had no relation to that condition.
Dr. KNYVETT GORDON said that Mr. Addison had sent a piece of the spleen to him for examination and it had shown no sign of fat. He (the speaker) had been interested in tracing the origin of the Gaucher cells; he had recently seen several cases of Gaucher's disease in Vienna. If one stained frozen sections, by Giemsa's stainmounting in glycerine-one could trace the origin of these cells; they could be seen in almost every stage, the primitive blood cell, then cells resembling leucoblasts, then cells as in the sections. And there were many cells of the type which Marschalko described; they could not be seen in heematoxylin-stained sections.
Dr. F. J. POYNTON asked whether it was possible to diagnose this disease during life? If so, was it right to remove the spleen? Did such removal benefit the patient ?
Dr. CAUTLEY said the points raised by Dr. Poynton were very important. If the view expressed by Dr. Parkes Weber was correct, namely, that the condition represented an error of metabolism, it seemed clear that mere removal of the spleen would be unlikely to cure it, still less would splenectomy have any effect if Gaucher's disease were a general affection of reticular cells throughout the body. WVhat was Mr. Addison's view about the prognosis, and as to how the child was now developing?
Dr. F. PARKES WEBER, in further comment, said he did not think that because a disease was not limited to the spleen, it followed that splenectomy must necessarily be useless. A disease might affect a tissue-system or cell-system of the body, and yet splenectomy might do good. Familial or congenital haemolytic jaundice likewise affected the reticulo-endothelial system of the body (but in another way) and yet, although the disease affected the liver as well as the spleen, removal of the spleen successfully carried out did good in very many cases.'
Mr. ADDISON (in reply) said that in the cases of which he had looked up the records and in which the spleen had been removed that operation had not affected the course of the disease at all; the liver had continued to enlarge. That seemed to be the prevalent idea. Therefore, unless in this case the patient's condition should improve very much and the liver cease to enlarge as a result of the operation, he did not think the right treatinent in the future would be removal of the spleen. He believed the disease in question had been diagnosed from puncture of the spleen. Opinions are asked as to treatment.
Case of Fragilitas
A Case of Anzmia in a Premature Infant treated by Intraperitoneal Injection of Blood.
By ERIC PRITCHARD, M.D.
F. N., AGED 8 months on admission. Present age 11 months 1 week. She was brought up to hospital on October 2, 1923; the mother complained that the child was losing weight and was very pale. The child was one of twins, both born at the seventh month of pregnancy. The mother had been quite healthy during pregnancy, and the labour apart from being two months premature was quite normal. The twins were the mother's first children. This
